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Global biodiversity hotspots

Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you'll find in one area—the variety of animals,
plants, fungi, and even microorganisms like bacteria that make up our natural world.
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Kanniyakumari We are part of one of

district the world biodiversity
hot spots

Within that hotspots
we are In one of the

hottest of hotspots

Within that we are In
the region with highest
endemism.
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" ‘Why Kanniyakumari is special ?

Altitude variations from Green cover is more with

sea level to more than nearly 25 % protected
1600 meters. area

Diverse terrain from Large coastline with

extremely wet to Saltpans and mudflats
scrublands.

Southernmost tip of
Western Ghats receiving
both monsoons.



Some areas where one could explore this diversity

Kanniyakumari wildlife

Scrublands
sanctuary

Salt pans Beaches Hill temples







462 sq.km 1684 Sq-km

Total area of the district
Open forest

56.41 %

Green cover

488 sq km

Moderate to very

donce orest, KK green cover is
950 sq.km the second
Total green cover highest in Tamil
Nadu



host to all megafauna like Elephants, Gaurs,
Sambars, Tigers, Leopards etc.

Elephants are the most iconic species of the
Kanniyakumari district. As per last estimate there
are 49 elephants inside the sanctuary.
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Kanniyakumari district

Spotted deer are not present in the
sanctuary

Sambar deer are the primary prey

for the carnivores of Kanniyakumari

wildlife sanctuary. They are found

throughout the sanctuary. W

Mouse deer and barking deer are " ¥
widespread.
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Migration ?-
~destinatio




Shores and Mudflats




Butterfly
paradise !

The Kanniyakumari wildlife
sanctuary will soon boast the
maximum butterfly species in any
one location in Tamil Nadu. Right
now Siruvani hills area of
Coimbatore has the number one
spot with 268 species of butterflies.




Reptile diversity
Is also high !

From the king cobra to
the tiny wood-snake
the range of species is
very high here. New
species of geckos _éu.'e,: :
found evengada



are
very abundant

With mountain streams
and lakes everywhere,
the diversity of
Dragonflies and
Damselflies is quite high.
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The ceropegin found in the plant is an
analgesic drug, tranquilizer and acts against
2rs and inflammation.







The sad reality

elentless destruction of biodiversity
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Mountains do not grow hack !!




Invasive plan
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Learn about the diversity

Make your home and place
of work wildlife friendly

Teach others about the
Importance of same



h it p S. //k N f-l N d | a. | n/ Kanniyakumari Nature Foundation




