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M  A B D U L  R A B I  @ Kanniyakumari

A team of  researchers and the 
forest department have found a 
rare bioluminescent mush-
room in the Kanyakumari Wild 
Life Sanctuary (KKWLS). Vin-
od Sadhasivan, Kanniyaku-
mari Nature Foundation direc-
tor, who was part of  the 
expedition said the biolumines-
cent fungi ‘Mycena chlo-
rophos’ was spotted at a 
specific area of  the 
wildlife sanctuary. 
“They were visually 
documented during 
night. It is characterized 
by a pristine white disc 
with a shallow depression in 
the centre and emits a bright, 
greenish light in the dark,” he 
said.

Sadhasivan added, “Biolumi-
nescence is the ability of  living 
organisms to emit light. It oc-
curs due to a biochemical reac-
tion between luciferins, oxygen 
and the enzyme luciferase. 
There are around 103 species of  

bioluminescent fungi in the 
world, of  which seven are found 
in India. The benefits of  biolu-
minescence in fungi is to at-
tract insects for facilitating 
their spore dispersal.”     

D Jude, a young wildlife cin-
ematographer who was part of  
the expedition, said the team 
travelled to the forest for over 
two months to spot the rare 

mushroom. It was very 
difficult to photograph 
it, he noted.

M Ilayaraja, Kanni-
yakumari District For-
est Officer and Wild 

Life Warden, said the 
presence of  biolumines-

cent  fungi highlights how cru-
cial it is to protect places like 
K a n y a k u m a r i  Wi l d l i f e 
Sanctuary. 

“It is also a reminder of  the 
challenges we face, including 
habitat destruction, climate 
change, and light pollution, 
which threaten these remark-
able organisms and our fragile 
environment,” he added.

Assembly panel visits Kadayanallur, 
local raises question on past promise
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tenkasi

THE Assembly Committee on 
Petitions led by its chairperson 
Govi Chezhian inspected vari-
ous parts of  the district, includ-
ing Kadayanallur, where vege-
table traders have encroached 
a piece of  land. 

The petitioner, Kurichi Su-
laiman of  Dr Ambedkar street, 
had informed committee mem-
bers that despite the High Court 
order, Kadayanallur municipal 
administration is reluctant to 
remove the encroachments 
near Muppidathi Amman tem-

ple, Dr Ambedkar Nagar street 
and government higher second-
ary school for girls. “While the 
municipal administration allo-
cated the shops for these trad-
ers to run the daily-market, 
they are intentionally en-
croaching various areas block-
ing vehicular movement from 7 
am to 10 am. At least 200 trucks 

are transporting vegetables to 
this market daily. The commit-
tee already inspected this en-
croachment last year and  
promised removal of  the en-
croachment. However, nothing 
happened after that,” Sulaiman 
said.

The committee reviewed the 
status of  70 petitions received 
in 2022-23 and 54 petitions re-
ceived in 2021-22 during the 
meeting held in the district col-
lectorate and recommended ac-
tion on the pending petitions. 
District collector D Ravichan-
dran was present.HEAVY RAINFALL WASHES 

AWAY MAKESHIFT BRIDGE
Collector asks PWD officials to stock sandbags in flood-prone areas

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi

A ground-level bridge at Chek-
karakudi village was washed 
away in flash floods following 
heavy downpour in Thoothuku-
di district on Wednesday late 
night. The district received 
38.90 mm of  rainfall through-
out, with Ottapidaram report-
ing heavy rainfall of  eight cm.

 The heavy showers at Kayat-
har, Kadambur, and Ottapidar-
am areas caused a flash flood in 
Therku odai, a stream that me-
anders through the Chekkara-
kudi region. A makeshift 
ground-level bridge, which was 
set up for the construction of  a 
high-level bridge, was swept 
away, marooning the village. 
This resulted in the locals los-
ing access to roads and other 
areas, with two government 
schools in Chekkarakudi de-
claring a holiday.  Following 

reports of  flooding of  the un-
derpass of  a railway bridge on 
Ilayarasanendal road, District 
Collector G Lakshmipathy vis-
ited the affected areas and 
urged officials to carry out 
evacuation works. Following 
reports of  damages along the 
bunds of  the Eppodumvendran 
tank, maintained by the Public 
Works Department (PWD), Col-
lector Lakshmipathy also vis-
ited the tank on Thursday. The 
tank, which has 443.11 hectares 

of  ayacut in Eppodumvendran 
and Kattunayakanpatti villag-
es, receives water from the 
18-km-long Malattar River. 

Collector Lakshmipathy has 
instructed PWD officials to pile 
up sandbags in areas prone to 
flooding to prevent further 
damage. Kovilpatti Revenue Di-
visional Officer Jane Christy 
Bai, PWD Korampallam Basin 
Division Engineer A Vasanthi, 
and others were present during 
the inspection.  

Chittar River Bridge washed away due to heavy rain on Wednesday night at Sekkarakudi in Thoothukudi |  V KARTHIK ALAGU

Commuters travelling on the bridge road at Sekkarakudi to Thalavaipuram in 
Thoothukudi inundated by rainwater |  V KARTHIK ALAGU

Rare  bioluminescent mushrooms in Kanyakumari Wild Life Sanctuary |  EXPRESS

  The committee had 
promised removal of 
encroachment last year. 
However, nothing 
happened after that

Kuirichi Sulaiman, Petitioner

Mushrooms light up Kumari wildlife sanctuary

Six MBC men 
booked under 
Goondas Act
TIRUNELVELI: Goondas Act 
has been invoked against six
MBC men, who arrested in con-
nection with torturing and hu-
miliating two SC youth in Man-
imoortheeswaram on the 
Thamirabarani river bed, on 
Thursday. 

M Ponnumani (25), S Muthu 
(21), G Lakshmanakumar (19), 
R Ayiram (19), B Ramar (22)
and M Sivan (22) have been de-
tained under the Goondas Act 
at Palayamkottai Central Pris-
on as per the orders of  C Mag-
eswari, Commissioner of  Po-
lice, Tirunelveli city. ENS

B I O L U M I N E S C E N C E


